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From the President

Happy New Year!

We look forward to more
light, a sense of accom-
plishment, and ways to
share new joy. First, five
new members have
signed the book: Mili
White, Mike White, Carrie
Sanderson, Michael Erd-
mann and Rolf Swanson.

" Does that
make us

Another joy is that
Paula Kiesling and
Gail Simonds have
agreed to temporary
appointments on the
Board. And last but
not least, Sarah Red-
mond has volun-
teered to be our
Chronicle Editor.
Thank you all.

seven congre-
gation mem-

bers have de-
cided to open

their homes as
B&Bds for
UP 200 sled

dog race weekend Febru-
(Continued on page  2)

From the Community Coordinator

Dear Friends,

Let us put our minds to-
gether to see what kind
of life we will make for
our children
0 Tatanka lyotake
(Chief Sitting Bull)

The brightness of this
solstice day is cheering as
I look out on the beauty
of snow white, conifer
green, and sky blue. The
night will indeed be long,
but the day shines with a
near -blinding light. | love
living in the north coun-
try, where we get to ex-
perience the power,
beauty, and meaning in
such contrasts.

Vision is what 0:c¢canunleasha power that
mi nd this mor ni rnoneofuspossesses
clarity that comes when individually.

we allow light to shine

into the shadows of our On January 24 ™ we as a
minds. | tds tr i cspiritualcommunity will
achieve cl ar ity begintoattemptjustthat

own mind; to achieve it éto seek and wunl

power of a collective vi-
sion. The time is ripe for
us to sit down together
openly and honestly and,
in a spirit of respect and
good will, figure out who
we want to be together.
Our first session on Janu-
ary 24 will focus on what
our core values are, so
we can ground our vision
in our values. As we go
along in the process, we
will try to sort through

(Continued on page  5)

collectively is even
harder. Yet, finding col-
lective clarity and vision
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From the President (Cont.)

(Continued from page 1) nals, greeting people at the door, shoveling snow

away front entrance and fire escape doors.

aryl9-21. | f youdre interested, Barb Mi

sheet. Using another congregationds appro
some of us are considering a volunteer sign -up sheet

Before that date weoll have an oppor iwhich has two columns. The first column is Pre Ser-

ing. Whatoés really important to you ivicePreparation;the secondis Post Service cleanup.

MUUC? On Sunday January 24 " the Community Development
Committee and others will give us an opportunity to share
and record your thoughts in small discussion groups. Please
see other columns about this initiative. Such discussion may
help guide Committee Chairs in submitting their 2010

budget requests. January and February are the months when
Committees think hard about the budget.

Two names in each column for each Sunday of the
year would help operations run smoothly. If each
member would sign  -up three times for being either a
pre - or post -Sunday helper, we would almost cover
the need. There are usually enough experienced folks
at the meeting house on any given Sunday to give
advice and we will also have instructions posted for
each chore. Stay tuned.

-2011

Something else to think about is keeping the Sunday service
chores more fairly distributed among members. That involves
microphones, candles, coffee, piano, snacks, setting out hym-

Good luck with your New Yeards res

Sheila Devlin

Member Notes...Meet our newest members

This month we have had three new
members with three children join our
congregationé.
we have a few more considering
membership as well! We are very
pleased to welcome these two fami-
lies to our community.

Carrie Sanderson and her daughter,
Emma, joined in early December.
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and

Carrie is originally from Commerce
Township near Detroit. She fell in
love with Marquette when she came
to NMU in 1995 for her degree in
Water Science. Along the way, she
decided not to focus her career in
that area and eventually went on to
get her teaching certificate in HS
science. She taught in St. Cloud,
MN for a year before returning to
Marquette to raise Emma. Cur-
rently, Carrie is a bartender at the
Ramada Inn, a job which allows her
to spend the most time possible
with her daughter.

Emma is now four and a half years
odand i s a fAcrafty
painting and playing with colors.

She and her mom were invited to
check out our congregation by long
time friend, Jamie Kuenhl. (Thanks,
Jamie! You keep on inviting folks.)
For fun, Carrie enjoys the out -of -
doors and activities that take her
there. She likes backpacking, snow
shoeing, gardening and bee -
keeping. She and a friend have two
hives in her backyard. They just
started the hives last year, so they
are hoping they will survive the

winter and produce some honey to
harvest next year. Carrie is new to
church life and being affiliated with
a particular religion. She says she
has always been open -minded
about various religious ideas.

The White family & Mili and Mike and

children, Maitre and Bodhi & also
joined this December. Mike was
raised Catholic and is a graduate of
the University of Notre Dame. He is
originally from Jackson, MI. Mili is
originally from Panama. She emi-
grated with her family to Corpus
Christi, TX, at age 13. She joined
the Seventh Day Adventist church
assah adoléseent.e s

Their daughter Maitri is 11 years
old. Her name is a Sanskrit word
that means loving kindness. Her
interests are reading, music, and
theater. Bodhi, whose name is a
Sanskrit word that means enlight-
enment or awakening, is an ener-
getic 4 -year -old. His interests are
playing with cars, watching car-
toons, and driving his mother in-
sane.

(Continued on page  5)
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regarding General
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Passing the Editorial Pen...

This is the last newsletter published under my editorial touch. Starting with the February 2010 newsletter Sarah Redmond take s over editorial responsi

for the UU Chronicle. Just as | brought a new format and style, so too will Sarah. You will need to send material to her at shelter -bay2006@yahoo.com

make her job easier because sheds a AMaco person, please send douanyblé@htosicletsubmisgsier i n riflch text
deadl ines wil!/l be announced through the This né That

Thanks to each of you who over time has expressed appreciation for my work on the Chronicle.
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Announcements & Appointments

. \ Thanks for all the love, made out to "UUSC." from 11:30 am to 1:00 pm on Fri-

e support, and nourishment. day January 8, 2010 . The dialogue
The UU food program has Jill Malin and the children will announce will focus on "The Future of Christian-
?he:nnkzof:)a;sZHaT)? r;Z'SI“'e - the results of our Guest at Your Table ity: A Startling New Vision of Hope for
forts. 8 Sarah Johnson & Patrick ~ Programassoonas they are able. On the 21st Century,” using a DVD featur-
Myron behalf of UUSC, we thank and com- ing Ken Wilber and Father Thomas

mend every person who has chosen to Keating.
share their blessings through Guest at
Your Table this year. Ken Wilber is considered by many to
be the most important and influential
(If you miss bringing back your Guest thinker of our times. He has written
at Your Table box, you can pass it to many books, including a  Brief History
Barb Michael, our UUSC local represen- of Everything and A Theory of Every-
tative, at any time.) thing . Thomas Keating is the founder
of the Centering Prayer movement,
Barb Michael and author of the best  -selling Open
Mind, Open Heart , Fruits and Gifts of
the Spirit , St. Therese of Lisieux ,
@S TSP Marquette Interfaith Forum Manifesting God , and The Transforma-
Welcome to the world, Ruby Jean Myron! January Topic tion of Suffering , among many other
books. The public is invited and en-
The Marquette Interfaith Forum will couraged to attend.
host an exploration of interfaith dia-
logue led by Rev. Kevin Thew  -Forrester Nancy Irish

in the Peter White Community Room

®

‘\ AWithout a clear sense of who they are, and what

MUUC To Begin Conversations about Core Values

organizations get tossed and turned by shifts in their environment. No person or
organization can be an effective co -creator with its environment without clarity

@ about who it is i nt envhnigaregWhealleybecome. 0 -~
—

~N

| f Margaret Wheatley is correct, then the questi
we going?0 are the most i mportant a community ca
ate a vision that energizes and sustains a community as it effects change in the

Sunday, January 3rd: world. Heady stuff, to be sure. Rather than jump head long into these questions,

the close of  our Guestat Your we will begin with a conversation about our core values.

Table program.

Following the Sunday, 24 January service we willhavean fA Appeti zer and Fin
In recent weeks, our Guest at Your ger-f oodo P o.tAfteuthe kneal, we will meet to talk about our individual and
Table boxes and  Stories of Hope have collective core values. Childcare will be provided during the Core Values discus-
taught us about people engaged in the sion.
struggle for justice in the United States
and around the world. It has also What truths, ideals, ethics, etc., do you hold most dear? How are they manifested
taught us about our power to change in your life? How are they embodied in community? What core values are demon-
the world when we support our UU strated in this community? The answers to these questions are the first step in
Service Committee and the many crafting a vision for the Marquette Unitarian Universalist Congregation.
amazing people with whom they part-
ner. One of the guiding principles for the Sunday session is as follows.
Before bringing back your Guest at dondét establish the boundaries first,
Your Table box, please complete the the squares, the triangles,
form on the box . If possible, please boxes of preconceived possibility,
convert your cash and coins to a check and then pour life into them, trimming

off the left -over edges,
ending potential.

A.R. Ammons

Gail Simonds
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From the Community Coordinator (Cont.)

and name our confusion and ambigu-

ity, our attachments and limitations,

blind spots, fears, and insecurities -
and weigh against those road blocks

our values, skills, talents, resources,
principles, priorities, dreams, and cour-
age.

| dond6t know about
the prospect of doing so is exciting to
me . ltés a process
a deeper |l evel of
to becoming a group of empowered
and enlivened people making a signifi-
cant difference in our little corner of

the planet. As Steve DeGoosh made
clear in his recent Sunday morning
presentation about Transition Commu-
nities (transitioning to a world without
fossil fuel), itods
to make as much difference as we pos-
sibly can. |f
our childrenés chi
a much heavier burden of rapid and
drastic change.

As the growing storm clouds of war,
economic distress, and climate change
gather above us, our open  -minded,
justice -seeking, earth -caring spiritual
community is well suited to growing as
an agent for spiritual growth and posi-
tive social change. Amitai Etzioni, Di-

Member Notes...Meet our newest members (cont.)

we do
|

a n ysapplant e

t h ettt yobosu
b e i rstguctiven

rector of the Institute for Communi-

tarian Policy Studies at George Wash-
ington University, writes in the current
Utne Reader (Jan -Feb 2010; Get Rich
Now) that we need to create some-

thing pow-

Il 6m sure my mind i
that takes in those ideas, weaves them
with ideas from Steve DeGoosh and
many others, including some of our
own, and then conjures up interesting

erful
enough to

our soci-

The time is ripe for us to sit down
together openly and honestly and, in a

spirit of respect and good will, figure

visions of how we could embody
communitarian ideals and offer
transcendental pursuits in a
manner that serves not only us
as individuals and as a spiritual
community but our wider Mar-

snbt t

he

compul- quette community as well.
sion to out who we want to be together.
consume - But 1 dm getting ahead
something This will all unfold in due time,
that extols sources of human flourish- together. Perhaps | can sum up
ing besides acquisition. in one word what | believe we will feel
when we know we have hit the nail on
h i ¢Etzioni writesethawites twa indst obvie g i n the proverbial head in terms of a vision
ous candidates to fill this role are com- together: enthusiasm. fAENt
tmunitarianrpursuits and ttanseendenotal fien Theoso = that which co
eomes. @ommUnitahniznisne refersoto i e a r Whatever oned6s concept of

n
d

6
r

vesting time and energy in relations
with others, including family, friends,
and community members and also
encompasses service to the common
good. Communitarian life is centered
not around altruism, but around mutu-
ality. Transcendental pursuits refer to
spiritual activities broadly understood,
including religious, contemplative, and
artistic ones.

meaning is clear.

Let us find our way forward into enthu-
siasm, by the growing light of a new
season.

Happy New Year!

Nancy Irish
Celebrant and Coordinator

AWe are

Mike and Mili met in Austin, Texas, in 1984 during a protest march
that commemorated the assassination of Archbishop Oscar Romero of
El Salvador. Mili was a student at the University of Texas at that time.
Mike was doing work as a political activist trying to resist U.S. inter-
vention in Central America.

Mike stopped practicing Catholicism in his twenties and Mili also left
the Seventh Day Adventist Church at about the same time. He writes,
attracted
tolerance, character, and service. We are attracted to a community
that does not equate good character with dogmatism. We are at-
tracted to a community that does not equate faith with narrow minded
zealotry and intolerance. We are attracted to community that chooses
to engage the problems of our world with compassion rather than with
condemnation and condescension.

to the UU

(Continued on page

communi ty

7)

beca
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RELIGIOUS EDUCATI

ON

ber at th

The kids spent the month preparing for
and hosting the Heifer Soup Dinner
Fundraiser. We enjoyed the Intergen-
erational Solstice Service on the 20
ringing the sanctuary with candle lit
smiling faces. We concluded the month
with a morning of gratitude and re-
membrance by making our own envel-
ops and cards to send to those we wish
to thank and to members who are not
with us this season.

Heifer Results:

Sunday after the Heifer Dinner the kids
counted all the proceeds and decided
by consensus what to purchase in the
Heifer Catalog. For those who missed
the reading of items at the Service,
here is the collection of assistance
sponsored by our little community: 2
heifer cows, 2 flocks of geese, 4 hives
of bees, 3 llamas, 1 water buffalo, 1
pig, 2 bunches of tree seedlings, 6
flocks of chickens, 2 sheep.

Hearing them calling it off in the Ser-
vice sounded like an MUUC version of
the Twelve Days of Christmas!

Thank you to our December Sunday
morning volunteers Caryl and Bob

The next RE Committee Meeting is scheduled for January 6, 2010,
Whi t e

(Ed. Note: this is a change from the previously announced time and date.)

Ah, Decem-

Bournique, Amy Fletemier, Kim Frost,
e g.g. gordon, Michelle Harrison, Kathy

MUUC. | 6 wwight, and Shirley Zimmer. Michelle

. come to Halley and Gabe Gluesing continue to
love this offer an excellent OWL class every
month with other Sunday. Sari Embley completed
the RE pro- a four -month stint providing fabulous
gram, and snacks each Sunday. Those who

| judging by helped out with Heifer Dinner are too
the turnout numerous to recount. Suffice it to say,

, and the the Annual Dinner is a splendid exam-
spirit of ple of the community spirit of our con-
goodwill at gregation. In addition, the soup was
the Heifer great!
Dinner, |
am not A bit of a shift in RE volunteer
alone! roles:

In years past we have had a couple of
volunteers who took responsibility for
at least one of the classes all year. This

) year we did not have such volunteers,
creating a challenging situation for this
coordinator. With different volunteers
each month it is challenging to main-
tain continuity in the curriculum. As a
solution, wedve
volunteer teacher structure this fall
that seems to be working well. We
decided to have a couple of volunteer
teachers serve as Lead Curriculum
Teachers for the whole year, in rotation
with each other.

th

These folks are responsible for keeping
up with the curriculum, preparing ac-
cordingly, and connecting the lessons
throughout the year. They meet with
me periodically so we are all on the
same page. This year, Kim Frost, Kathy
Wright and | are serving this role with
at least one of us taking the lead on
curriculum topics on the Sundays that
we have those lessons. Other volunteer
teachers assist with curriculum les-
sons, take the lead on non
Sundays, help with special projects,
and intergenerational services. This
creates the continuity in the curriculum

5:30 at the Peter

-curriculum

Publ ic

we need without requiring anyone to
volunteer for every single Sunday for
the whole year. If you would like to
learn more about this or are interested
in becoming a Lead Curriculum
Teacher, let me know.

January Plans:

We will start the month off on January
3 with a lesson to wrap up the Guest at
Your Table project. We will also re -
integrate the yoga practice we enjoyed
last winter. The rest of the month we
will return to our curriculum, learning
about other UUs, making plans for our
trip to General Assembly, and pen pal-
ling/video palling with our new UU
friends in other congregations. We will
continue with our ritual of sharing an
opening and closing blessing, and a
daily story of a famous UU.

Announcements:

We are in need of a volunteer to bring

i mp | e meSunday morring snacks for February,

Please sign the sheet on the door to
the RE area and contact me with any
guestions.

We are hosting a meeting regarding
our trip to General Assembly after the
January 31 Sunday Service. Parents
and others interested in helping make
the trip a success are encouraged to
attend.

Melissa Middleton

Library Childrenods
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From the Social Action Committee

Beginning January 17th and every six fact of their lives being under siege in from Egypt to bring aid and world at-

weeks thereafter, MUUC will be sharing what amounts to the largest open air tention to the ongoing humanitarian

the collection with four different local, prison in the world. GMHF was founded crisis. Four members from the Michi-

national and international charities. in 1990 to help Gazans cope with the gan Peace Team will be part of the

This will not apply to pledged monies, daily humiliations, loss of freedom, group from the U.S. For more informa-

but will include additional contributions detention, death of family members, tion go to

and gifts. destruction of their ho rénd/gazaeedommarsivondE 6 s
work is mainly with the women and

The first shared collection will be for children. More information about will be shared

the Gaza Mental Health Foundation, a prior to the 17th, or contact Sarah

U.S. 501(c)3 charity involving many As you read this, 1,000 Americans and Redmond. 892 -8173 or

Unitarians from around the country in other internationals will be trying to shelterbay2006 @yahoo.com

support of Palestinians coping with the gain access to Gaza through the gate

Sarah Redmond

Member Notes...Meet our newest members (cont.)

(Continued from page ~ 5) visiting my parents down state, we says that he is introverted, cautious,
took a drive up here. We liked the and resolute. He says, iiWe
| asked Mike why they moved to the community. Over a three year period, | proof that opposites attract. We also
Upper Peninsula and here is his reply. looked for a job in the area. | had just struggle in our relationship to reconcile
fiFour to five years a gboutgiven uparstheprejectwiheng these opposing personalities. We will
restless in South Texas. | was thumb- position opened up at Marquette Gen- be married for 19 years in
ing through a magazine that was listing eral. So just like the Beverly Hillbillies, say, fiCongratulations! And
the top 10 places to live if you like to 6We | oaded up the truckd and gave Mar -
do things outdoors and have an afford- quette a try. Two years later, we have Nancy Sullivan
able cost of living. Marquette was on no regrets. We love this community.o
the list. Now, | was brought up in
Michigan, but | had never been to Mar- Mike describes Mili as extroverted,
quette. So one time when we were passionate, and impulsive, whereas he

Family Evensong Groupbs December Gathering
(Popcorn & Cranberry Night)
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The Heifer Dinner in Pictures

Volume 6, Issue 5 Page 8



I
Volume 6, Issue 5 Page 9



