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Whereas, we, as Unitarian Universalists, affirm and promote the worth and  dignity of every person; justice, equity, and compassion in human relations; and  the goal of world community with peace, liberty, and justice for all;  and
 

Whereas, UU’s work for freedom and justice in partnership and collaboration  with marginalized people, following the example set by the Unitarian  Universalist Service Committee; and
 

Whereas, our children, youth, and adults have worked collaboratively with  Room at the Inn, the Women's Center/Harbor House, the Interfaith Forum  (including services in memory of the Holocaust and in celebration of  Thanksgiving), with EarthKeepers in annual projects, with Alternative Gifts  International, UNICEF, Heifer International, Haitian Roots, Citizens for Peace  & Justice, the UUA/UUSC New Orleans Relief work, the Interfaith Immigration  Council, and other partners; and
 

Whereas, local and global justice work are both important, including  awareness of U.S. involvement in Israel’s Occupied Territories, because billions  of tax dollars per year are supporting a morally wrong and illegal occupation*  of Christian and Muslim Palestinians; and
 

Whereas, Palestinians have endured night raids in their homes, loss of homes,  loss of water access, 25 ft. concrete walls dividing villages, indefinite imprisonment without charge or trial, “collective punishment,“ impediment of  movement and over 900 checkpoints, “Jewish/Israeli-only“ housing and roads,  segregated education, censorship of Palestinian heritage, destruction of  precious olive trees and animals; broken peace treaties; and
 

Whereas, the Program, Music, and Social Action Committees of our congregation  have raised the awareness of the history and current events surrounding Israel  and Palestine through many adult forums, services, new books for our MUUC  library, the productions of “The Story of Rachel Corrie,” and the showing of the  film, “Budrus,” in a variety of venues.
 

Therefore, let us work with partners like the Israeli Coalition Against House  Demolitions, Jewish Voice for Peace, Amnesty International, UU’s for Justice in  the Middle East, Machsomwatch (Jewish women volunteers at checkpoints), the U.S.  Campaign to End the Israeli Occupation, Gush Shalom peace movement, B’tselem  (Israeli Center for human rights), and the Palestinian Center for Rapprochement  between Peoples to help end this apartheid and occupation of an oppressed  people.
 

Let us join with United Methodists to urge the U.S. government to end all  military aid to the region, call on all nations to prohibit financial support by  individuals or organizations for the construction and maintenance of Israeli  settlements, and prohibit the import of products made by companies in Israeli  settlements on Palestinian land.
 

Let us support the BDS (boycott, sanction, and divest) movement with actions such as challenging TIAA-CREF** for investing life insurance and retirement funds  in three major beneficiaries who profit from the military occupation of  Palestine with incendiary human rights abuses and colonial crimes:  Caterpillar,  Motorola, and Hewlett-Packard.  The Quaker Friends Fiduciary Corporation has  recently divested $900,000 from Caterpillar.   
 

Let us consider online purchasing of olive oil, soap, and other products  through the U.S. Campaign to End the Israeli Occupation so that we can directly support Palestinian farmers and advance our efforts to end policies that  continue to deprive them of freedom, equality, and human rights. 
Let us continue to keep abreast of the situation by reading and learning from each other and moving forward, taking a strong, moral stand, for we are not  anti-Semitic. 
“We are a gentle, angry people - a justice-seeking people - and a peaceful,  loving people.”   - Holly Near 
　 
* United Nations, International Criminal Court, Red Cross, 4 th Geneva Convention 
  
** [Jewish Voice for Peace announced that the decision (later in June of 2012) by TIAA-CREF to divest from Caterpillar in all of its social choice funds was a critical step in obtaining the objectives of the We Divest campaign.  TIAA-CREF acted after MSCI, the company that it uses to screen its socially responsible holdings, delisted Caterpillar as an acceptable socially responsible investment.  MSCI is widely used by other investment companies that offer SRI options.  Profiting from Israel's violations of human rights and international law has now been recognized by a leading financial institution as grounds for divestment from socially responsible accounts. MSCI stated unequivocally that Caterpillar's sale of D-9 bulldozers to Israel was a key factor in the decision to remove it from the list of companies approved for socially responsible investing.]  
