Minutes of Congregational Meeting

Sunday, September 25, 2011

Meeting House
1. Reading and Chalice lighting – Nancy Irish.

2. Presentation re: adoption of congregational service project at Harbor House/Women’s Center by Nancy Irish, Nancy Sullivan, gg Gordon and Barb Michael.  Congregation gave vote of support to pursue.

3. Congregation voted to adopt the “Policy Regarding Disruptive Behavior and the Maintenance of Healthy Relationships within MUUC” with 19 votes to ratify and 1 vote to reject.  The motion to adopt was made by Cathy Church and seconded by Michelle Lexmond.  

4. Congregation voted to amend article III of the bylaws as presented.  Congregation voted to enact article VIII titled “Mediation Council” with the following addition to the presented draft: “Initial appointments shall be for one, two and three years, and thereafter terms will be three-year terms.”  The amendment to article VIII was motioned by Beth King and seconded by Barb Michael.  The bylaw amendments were both adopted with 21 votes for adoption and 1 vote in opposition.  

5. The congregation voted to adopt the presented “Integration Into the Congregation of a Person Convicted of a Sexual Offense” policy with the following four changes/additions:

a. In section 2 on p. 1, insert “and/or contact person” so that the first sentence of that section is: 
Give permission, in the form of a signed release form, to the President of the Board of Trustees and to the Celebrant and/or contact person to contact their therapist or parole officer to assess their risk of recidivism.

b. In section (2)(a) on p. 1, to add, “Members or friends who seek this information are encouraged to hold it in confidence.”

c. In section 3, beginning on p. 1 and extending to p.2, delete “or a young person who was convicted of distributing child pornography for texting a topless photo of his girlfriend with a cellular phone.”

d. To insert into section 2 on p.1, between the first two sentences, “If the risk of recidivism is deemed to be ‘high’ the Board of Trustees shall deny the request for participation in the Congregation.”
With these changes, the policy accomplished 21 votes for adoption and no opposition votes.  The vote was moved by gg Gordon and seconded by Barb Michael and Beth King.

6. The congregation voted to amend Article VI, section 9 as proffered with the addition of “or at high risk of recidivism” to the end of the proposed language.  Adoption with this addition was moved by Michelle Halley and seconded by gg Gordon.  The motion passed with 20 votes for the amendment, 1 vote in opposition and 1 abstention.

Submitted by Michelle Halley, September 26, 2011.

